
The history of the Probus Club of Market Drayton (1976–2019) 

Foundation 

The idea to form a Market Drayton Probus Club originated from the Market Drayton Rotary 

Club.  The inaugural meeting was held on Thursday, 23 September 1976, at the Garland Grill 

(which was on the corner of the Square and Queen Street, opposite the  Crown), attended 

by thirteen men from the town.  Eight others had expressed an interest but were unable to 

be present. 

Mr C Downs, President of Market Drayton Rotary, and Charlie Lloyd, the Chairman its  

Vocational Services Committee, and four Rotarians attended the meeting together with Mr 

D Phillips of the Whitchurch Rotary Club and Mr P Wood of the Whitchurch Probus Club.  Mr 

Phillips, who outlined the purposes and objectives of a Probus Club and Mr Wood spoke 

about its operation. 

The motion that a Market Drayton Probus Club be formed was proposed by Charles 

Hardesty and seconded by Mr Shropshire.  Gordon Chrystal-Smith was elected the first 

President,  Freddie Cork Vice President, Charles Hardesty Secretary and Mr J W Humphries 

Treasurer. 

 

Membership 

Membership of the Club was open to all professional and businessmen resident in the 

Market Drayton area who had fully or partially retired.  Applications for membership had to 

be proposed and seconded by two Members, and was subject to approval by the 

Committee.  The applicant had to have attended at least one luncheon as a guest. 

By 1983 there were 34 members, which increased to 43 in 1987 and 50 in 1997.  The Club 

then had a period of rapid growth, reaching 75 in 2006.  Over the following decade, 

numbers fluctuated, and in 2016 the Club had 61 members.  Since then there has been a 

significant reduction to 48 in 2019. 

The maximum permitted number of members was increased from 45 to 60 in 1990.  (It is 

not clear whether it had always previously been 45.)  At the 2002 AGM it was proposed that 

the limit be removed.  This was defeated; instead it was agreed to raise the limit to 75 and 

institute a waiting list if necessary.  This proved necessary in 2006, when two prospective 

members were on the waiting list. Members paying subscriptions but not attending were 

contacted, which created an opportunity for seven new members.  Since then, the limit has 

never been reached. 

Charles Hardesty, who had been Secretary for the Club’s first seven years until moving to 

southern England in 1983, was made a Life Member when he was the official guest at the 

1986 AGM. 

Those who were thought to be the four surviving founder members were created Life 

Members by the Committee during 1990: Harold Johnson, Bob Kirkham, John Pugh and one 

whose name does not appear in the minutes (a couple of years later this was said to be an 

error, as the person concerned had actually died).  At the 1990 AGM Martin Ridgeway read 

a prepared statement saying that he was also a founder member and querying why he too 

had not been made a Life Member.  He then left the meeting.  It was explained that no 



written evidence had been found for his assertion, but what he had said was accepted and 

he too confirmed as a Life Member. 

Clarrie Pitt was made a Life Member in 1993 because of ‘many years of devoted service to 
the Club’.  Charlie Lloyd was added in 1996. 

In 2006 it was decided that Life Membership should be offered to all Past Presidents once 

they reached the age of eighty.  At that date, Albert Tombs, Ron Blandford, Richard Eardley, 

Harold Platt, Roy Tyler and George Beckett all had these qualifications.  Life Membership 

certificates were presented to them during the year. 

The subscription for the year was set at 50 pence in 1976/77, but this proved inadequate, 

the Rotary Club giving £10 to cover the loss for the year.  The annual subscription was raised 

at subsequent AGMs:  to £1 in 1977, £2 in 1980, £2.50 in 1981, £3 in 1984, £3.50 in 1989, £4 

in 1991 and £5 in 2004. 

In 2007 the annual subscription was raised to £15 inclusive of entry to the monthly draw 

(which had previously been a voluntary supplement of £5 a year).  Despite such a big 

increase, the decision was unanimous. 

In 2013 the annual subscription was raised to £20, with a £10 addition for new members to 

cover the cost of a Probus tie and pin.  It was further raised to £25 in 2016. 

 

Governance 

The Market Drayton Probus Club is an unincorporated society of its Members.  It is 

autonomous; there is no central Probus organisation.  (The organisations selling Probus 

items and providing the Probus Magazine are independent.) 

At the inaugural meeting, the constitution of the Whitchurch Probus Club was adopted as 

the model for Market Drayton Probus.  This has been amended over the years, sometimes 

formally, sometimes informally.  Following a full review, a revised constitution was adopted 

at the 2001 AGM. 

The original Constitution provided for a Committee comprising a President, President Elect, 

immediate Past President, Secretary, Treasurer and a maximum of three other Members.   

The President was to retire after one year in office.  Until the ‘Covid crisis’ years (2019/20 & 
2020/21) no President served two terms.  Most years the President has represented the 

Club at civic and social events. 

The posts of Assistant Secretary and Assistant Treasurer were created in 1992, the former to 

act as Speaker Secretary.  Holders of these posts would be on the Committee.  However, 

this seems to have been a short-lived experiment. 

A Press Officer was appointed in 1982.  A non-committee post, it was later combined with 

the role of Archivist. 

Pastoral Care was first mentioned as a non-committee post in the minutes of the 2011 

AGM; it was renamed Almoner in 2013. 

Past Presidents’ Luncheon Meetings were held annually from 2000. 

 

 



Meetings 

At the inaugural meeting it was decided that the third Monday of each month would be the 

most suitable date for a luncheon meeting.  This has applied ever since, except in 

Decembers.  The first luncheon meeting was therefore on 18 October 1976. 

In the first year (1976/77), five of the meetings had speakers.  Subsequently most meetings, 

except for social meetings to which partners were invited, have had speakers.  From about 

2000 an increasing proportion of speakers requested fees; a few speakers were professional 

talk-givers, more commonly the fee was for a specified charity. 

The proportion of members attending meetings has been reasonably steady:, typically 

averaging between 58% and 64% each year. 

The first mention in the minutes of a special Christmas Luncheon with the ladies invited was 

in 1978, when it was attended by the Mayor and Mayoress of Market Drayton, but similar 

meetings may have been held in the previous two years. 

An evening Christmas social meeting with the ladies was held in 1981 and repeated in later 

years.  The date of the first Spring Social is not known; it was originally held in March and 

migrated to May in 2006 in order to give a longer gap between the Club’s social events.. 

In 1992 it was agreed that the year’s recently widowed ladies should be invited to social 
meetings as Club guests, and that all other widows  be invited as paying guests. 

Because the Society was being charged for booked meals even when the Member did not 

attend, it was agreed at the 1977 AGM that if Members did not give the Secretary at least 

48 hours if they were unable to attend, they would be charged.  In cases of illness, the 

Secretary had authority to waive the charge at his discretion.  This requirement seems to 

have lapsed because in 1981 it was reported that the Four Alls required the Club to make up 

the shortfall in income when fewer than twenty members attended. 

Draws are first mentioned at the 1985 AGM.  The format of the monthly raffle was changed 

at the end of 2006.  The sale of tickets at a meeting was discontinued and members could 

pay an annual amount of £5 in addition to their normal subscription.  Partaking in this 

scheme was optional.  Each member was allocated a number, and this covered the ten 

monthly meetings when raffle tickets had previously been sold.  As mentioned above, in 

2007 the raffle contribution was included in the annual membership subscription. 

Name labels were introduced in 1996, seven new members having joined in the year. 

 

Venues 

Because the first minute book of monthly meetings has been lost, it is not known where the 

Club first held its luncheon meetings.  The first AGM in October 1977 was held at the Raven 

Hotel, Cheshire Street, after which the venue for the monthly meetings was the Four Alls at 

Woodseaves. 

A fire at the Four Alls on the morning of the February meeting in 1990, necessitated the 

meeting to be hurriedly switched to the Tudor House Restaurant.  The meetings in March, 

April and May were held at the Tern Hill Hall Hotel. The Club then returned to the Four Alls. 

In 1991 the venue was changed to the Lamb Inn, in Stafford Street.  The food and service 

there were exceptionally good, so in 1995 Connie & Roy Hodgkinson were presented with 

an engraved carriage clock by way of thanks. 



The management at the Lamb Inn changed in February 1997, the name being changed to 

the Stafford Court Hotel.  The level of service dropped substantially, with particularly strong 

criticisms of the Spring  and Christmas Socials.  The last meeting was held there in January 

1998. 

The meetings in February, March and April 1998 were held at the Crown Hotel, but although 

the food and service were excellent the premises were inadequate for the number of 

members attending. 

The Tern Hill Hall Hotel was chosen as the new venue, with the first meeting being held 

there in May 1998.  The meetings have been held there ever since.  In January 1999 the 

management of the Tern Hill Hall presented the Club with a plaque which is positioned at 

the entrance to the hotel and states ‘The Probus Club of Market Drayton meets here’. 

 

Activities 

The first outing, which was to RAF Shawbury, was held during the first year of operation 

(1976/77).  Further outings were held in subsequent years.  For example, in the summer of 

1979, visits were made to Webb Corbett (glass-makers of Stourbridge) and to Llangollen, 

where at the Bryn Howell Hotel ‘a total of some 160 Probus Club members and their ladies 

enjoyed a magnificent lunch which was topped by strawberries and cream’.  (The number 
present presumably included members of Wrexham Probus who had organised the event.)  

Strawberry teas proved particularly popular in subsequent years. 

Various coach trips were organised over the years, early examples including the Black 

Country Museum (1983), Chatsworth House (1984), Berkeley Castle & Slimbridge (1989), 

Powis Castle (1992) and Bulmer’s Cider (Hereford) (1993).   However, other coach trips had 

to be cancelled because of lack of support, such as to Penrhyn Castle (1990) and north 

Wales (1994).  

The most ambitious activity ever undertaken by the Club was when Harry Woodward 

organised a successful five-day trip to Bruges in the spring of 1999 (each participant paying 

£170).  A similar trip to Wessex planned for the following year had to be cancelled because 

too few people signed up. 

Most of the Presidential addresses in the 2010s specifically mention disappointment about 

the number of planned events which were cancelled.  Indeed, apart from the Strawberry 

Teas, no outings were planned for 2019 or 2020. 

Joint meetings with other Probus Clubs were common in the Club’s first few years. 

The Remembrance Sunday Parade was first attended in 1983. 

 

Charities 

For a long time whether and how the Club should be involved in charitable activities was a 

recurring topic discussed at its AGMs.  In the early years the Society often raised money for 

charities.  The first recorded instance was a collection for the Corbett Unit Cancer Fund at 

the 1979 Christmas Lunch.  Then in the early 1980s, a major fund-raising event open to the 

general public was held each year; for example, in1983 a barbecue raised £164 (augmented 

by £36 from Club funds) for the League of Friends of the Cottage Hospital. 



At the 1986 AGM it was decided not to hold a large public event but instead to have a 

number of small events with the money going into Club funds, with a donation (implicitly 

decided annually) going to an agreed charity.  This decision was put to the test the following 

year after a letter had been received requesting a contribution of £130 towards a heart-

monitoring machine at the Medical Centre.  After a long debate it was agreed to give £50. 

The issue of donations to charities was discussed again at the 1990 AGM.  The Committee 

put forward the recommendation that there be two funds: a general fund and a charity 

fund, the latter receiving donations and the profits from events run specifically for that 

purpose.  However, after another long debate, the resolution passed (by 27 votes to 2)  was, 

‘We are not a charity supporting organisation and not to contribute in any way from Club 
funds.’   

This has stayed the policy ever since.  As mentioned earlier, in practice many speakers 

request that their fee be given to a particular charitable cause — usually one they have been 

speaking on behalf of. 

 

Incidents 

Tragedy struck the Club on Monday, February 17th, 1992, when Ken Kingsbury, the 

President Elect, collapsed and died whilst addressing the meeting at The Lamb Inn. The 28 

Members present were stunned and although medical help arrived within ten minutes, the 

resuscitation efforts were unsuccessful.  It is believed that Ken Kingsbury, who was aged 72, 

died from a stroke.  He was a former policeman who had worked in the Hanley area before 

settling at Lockley Wood when he retired. 

The funeral of Past President George Newberry took place on the same day, 17 October 

2005, as the Club’s Annual General Meeting.  The reception for those attending the funeral 

was held at the Tern Hill Hall Hotel, and overlapped with the conclusion of the AGM. 

At the first meeting of the Presidency of Don Cater (1999), he realised at 3.30pm that three 

members were asleep and the speaker was only half way through his magazine of slides. He 

decided that when the fourth member fell asleep he would terminate the talk, with the 

excuse that the room was booked until only 3.45pm.  This happened five minutes later.  In 

Don’s speech at the next AGM he said, ‘The fourth member, who went to sleep and saved 
me, shall remain anonymous but has my heartfelt thanks and gratitude.’  

 

Regalia 

The Presidential Chain of Office was purchased by George Rhodes in 1979 and presented to 

the Club.  Harold Johnson purchased bars for it and had them inscribed with the names of 

the Presidents who had already held office.  In 1992 it was refurbished and given a new 

ribbon.  Then in 2000 the chain was inscribed to record that it had been presented to the 

Club by George Rhodes. 

A new presidential chain became necessary in 2006, which Bill Coles very generously paid 

for.  The original chain listed the first 24 of the Club Presidents; the new chain started with 

the President for 2000/01.  Albert Tombs made a display case for the original chain. 

 

 



Miscellanea 

Technology has not proved a total success.  The Secretary apologized at the 1978 AGM: he 

was unable to provide notes of the Secretary and Treasurer’s reports to the previous 
meeting because the tape on which they were recorded had been accidentally erased.  

About the turn of the century the Club acquired an amplifier system for speakers, but in 

practice it rarely proves necessary.  Fortunately the Tern Hill Hall Hotel provides without 

charge a computer and projector system, as most speakers now use PowerPoint for their 

illustrations. 

As a Millennium project, a book was created giving a brief history of the Club, pictures and 

short biographies of the Presidents, together with newspaper cuttings.  This was up-dated in 

2006.  

In 2002 a telephone ‘cascade’ system was introduced whereby messages were passed by 

designated members each contacting three or four other members who in turn each 

contacted three or four others.  This enabled all the Club members to be quickly told of the 

serious illness or death of a member.  The benefit of this scheme was revealed when the 

death of Past President Joe Hanmore was known by all the members within a few hours of 

his death.  As a result of having details of the funeral time, date and place, 28 members 

were present at his funeral. 

By the mid 2010s, most members could be contacted by e-mail.   At the 2019 AGM the 

Secretary commented that the use of e-mail to members has proved more successful than 

the cascade system.  

The Club created its website in 2018.  The principal site is hosted by Probusclub.net; there is 

also a page on the website of Probusonline, which is sponsored by the publishers of Probus 

Magazine. 

 

Then and now 

Whilst writing this history, it has been noticeable how the same issues recurred over the 

years, such as the difficulty in getting volunteers for the various offices, particularly that of 

Secretary.  The number of members attending meetings fluctuated considerably, causing 

difficulty with the catering.  Similarly, the number of members (and guests) going on outings 

was difficult to forecast, meaning that trips involving coach hire sometimes needed to be 

cancelled.  There were also hints in various Presidential addresses that it would be desirable 

for members to mix more at meetings. 

 

 

Peter Brown 

27 April 2021 

 

 

 

 

 



Notes 

Sources:   The principal sources are the AGM minutes (2009 missing) and the history written 

for the 2000 Millennium Book (which was updated to 2006), supplemented by newspaper 

cutting and other details from the Millennium Book. 

The history has been taken only as far as the end of 2019.  The strange ‘Covid’ period of 
2000 and 2001 deserves a section to itself, but we won’t know for another couple of years 

what is important and what has been ephemeral. 

  



Presidents and Officers of the Market Drayton Probus Club 

Presidents 

1976/77 Gordon Chrystal-Smith 

1977/78 Freddie Cork 

1978/79 Harold Johnson 

1979/80 Douglas Chetwood 

1980/81 Martin Ridgeway 

1981/82 Alfred Suthern 

1982/83 Harry Kay 

1983/84 Frank Taylor 

1984/85 Harry Wells 

1985/86 Clarrie Pitt 

1986/87 Herbert Brock 

1987/88 George Newberry 

1988/89 George Oakes 

1989/90 Albert Tombs 

1990/91 Roy Tyler 

1991/92 Harold Platt 

1992/93 Harry Johnson 

1993/94 Rex Hill 

1994/95 Joe Hanmore 

1995/96 Gordon Marshall 

1996/97 Gordon Beckett 

1997/98 Ron Blandford 

1998/99 Geoff Willson 

1999/2000 Don Cater 

2000/01 Richard Eardley 

2001/02 Ralph Leyland 

2002/03 David Ainsworth 

2003/04 Ted van Dort 

2004/05 David Ledger 

2005/06 Lawrence McMinn 

2006/07 Bill Coles 

2007/08 Frank Fuller 

2008/09 Mike Shapcott 

2009/10 Earle Lovell 

2010/11 Robert Taylor 

2011/12 Alan Tordoff 

2012/13 J Taplin 

2013/14 Ron Berry 

2014/15 Barry Ellis 

2015/16 David Hunt 

2016/17 John Beckett 

2017/18 Michael Revell 

2018/19 Mike Bradeley 

2019/20 David Lake 

 

Secretaries Treasurers 

1976/77 – 1982/83 Charles Hardesty 

1983/84 – 1985/86 Harry Kay 

1986/87 – 1987/88 Albert Tombs 

1988/89 Harry Whielden 

1989 – 1992/93 Joe Hanmore 

1993/94 – 1994/95 Gordon Beckett 

1995/96 – 1997/98 Harry Woodward 

1998/99 – 2004/05 Mike Weddle 

2005/06 – 2010/11 David Haynes 

2011/12 – 2013/14 Adrian Murray 

2014/15 – 2015/16 John Beckett 

2016/17 – 2017/18 Michael Revell 

2018/19 –  David Haynes 

 

 

1976/77 – 1981/82 J W Humphries 

1982/83 – 1983/84 Clarrie Pitt 

1984/85 – 1988/89 Jim McMillan 

1989/90 – 1991/92 Ron Blandford 

1992/93 – 1995/96 Geoff Willson 

1996/97 – 1998/99 Don Cater 

1999/2000 – 2001/02 David Ainsworth 

2002/03 – 2003/04 David Ledger 

2004/05 – 2005/06 Bill Coles 

2006/07 – 2007/08 Mike Shapcott 

2008/09 – 2012/13 Ron Berry 

2013/14  John Beckett 

2014/15 – 2018/19 Terry Tranter  

2019/20 –  Peter Brown 

 

 

 


