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The start of Summer (meteorologically speaking) and the weather is beginning to play it’s part.  We
can sit in gardens without artic clothing and meet with real people rather than digital images.  
Regardless of what is, or is not, allowed to happen on the 21st June, we are all hopefully in a much 
better place than a few months ago.

One big plus of the new order is being able to sit in a pub with table service.  No fighting your way 
to the bar and waving a £20 note to try and persuade the bar staff that you are worth serving.  
Instead, your friendly waiter attends you at your table, takes your order and returns with it almost 
without delay.  Need a second?  A brief nod in the right direction and another pint is on its way!    
Oh bliss.  Would that this could continue!

The President

The sun has out out come, the gardens are in bloom, and Probus is gently coming out of 
hibernation. I can almost smell the sausages on the club Barbie already (wishful thinking I know, it 
is the neighbours’ garden parties)

Lots of things are being reported this month so I will not subject you to my usual ramblings. I do 
however wish to pass on to you a less happy bit of news.  Many of you will remember our ex 
member Keith Taylor who moved to Boston a couple of years ago to be near his family.  Sadly 
Keith passed away last week in his nursing home, peacefully and with his family by his side.

Club News

Club Committee 7th June 

A longer Zoom meeting than for many months as there was much to discuss, summarised as 
follows: -

Monthly Meetings
We are firming up on our plans to re-start our monthly meetings.  Covid permitting, this will be on 
10th August at Tyrrell’s Ford.  The lunch menu is not yet available but will be along the same lines
as before.  Despite the time lag and all the difficulties of the last few months, the hotel have only 
asked for a modest £1 increase in the price and so the cost of the event per member will be £24.

A sign-up sheet and the menu will appear on the website shortly, together with a note of how to 
sign up with your menu choices.  We appreciate that this is a departure from previous practice but 
hopefully it will simplify matters for the Meetings Secretary.  We will, of course, offer the option of a 
paper sign-up at subsequent meetings whilst maintaining the on-line sign-up..  

SIGN-UP DEADLINE is the 1st August.



Also in the interests of speed and simplicity, we are encouraging everyone who can to pay on-line. 
Our bank details: Sort Code:30.92.02. A/c No: 00333007. These will also be on the website with 
the meeting details.

By way of explanation, in deciding on meeting venues, we looked at both Tyrrell’s Ford and The 
Old Vicarage and tried to engage with Moorhill House.  Whilst the two former places were very 
welcoming and keen to have our custom, the Moorhill House response was disappointing.  For the 
period until December we will, therefore, be alternating between Tyrrell’s Ford and Old Vicarage.

Both venues were very Covid – aware and we are comfortable that they are able to deal with our 
projected numbers with due regard to the risks involved.

There is a list of forthcoming speakers on the Programme page of the website that will be updated 
as and when new speakers are booked.

Social
Events on offer for the next few months are: 

Barbecue 9th July at Stouts Lane (Stephen’s house)
Details are on the website and will be updated as the plan unfolds.  We currently have 47 
attendees. If you haven’t yet signed up, please do so as soon as possible.

Beer and Skittles Thursday 28th October at Hurn Bridge Sports & Social Club
Always good fun.  Price to be confirmed at around £9 per person to include a basket meal.
Sign up via the website as soon as possible to give Stephen an idea of likely numbers.

Snooker and Fish & Chips at Stouts Lane.  Wednesday 10th November
A great success when we last did this.  
Again, website sign-up required to gauge numbers.

Visit to Haynes Motor Museum, Sparkford (A303)
With over 400 cars and bikes dating from 1885 to the present day it promises to be an excellent 
day out.  If we can get a party of 15 together we get a concessionary rate of £14 per head.  At this 
stage, Stephen just wants an idea of numbers.  Sadly, the website won’t allow a sign-up sheet to 
be undated so please either email Stephen (dennisonstephen@yahoo.co.uk) or give him a call.

Common Interest Groups
Genealogy
The group met on 11th May for the first time since 2020.  It took place in lovely spring sunshine in 
the back garden of Ken Tullett in Highcliffe.  After a general discussion, the group looked at the 
merits (or otherwise) of DNA testing and what this can offer the family historian.  Ken .disclosed 
that his wife had been shown to be a Viking!

The main topic of the morning was an exploration of the life and times of George Wells, the great 
grandfather of Ken Tullett.  This chap had had an eventful career in the Royal Navy, finishing his 
life as a boatman to Queen Victoria at Virginia Water.  Ken was after some hints and ideas about 
filling in the gaps in the history.  He says that he didn’t get much!

It was generally agreed that the group had had a very successful and interesting morning, helped 
by the chocolate biscuits!

The next meeting is arranged for 12th July   Newcomers will be welcome.

Ken Tullet

Survivors

Meeting to be arranged.

mailto:dennisonstephen@yahoo.co.uk


Classic Cars

The summer has arrived and it seemed a perfect time to dust down our cars and take them for a 
spin.  It’s always a challenge finding a date that suits everyone but eventually I booked a table at 
the White Buck in Burley on Wednesday 2nd June.  All looked good until the weather forecast!  As 
Brian commented, ‘you must have a natural skill to choose the only day with rain!’  Still, classic car 
owners are adaptable and nothing stops us (unless the engine isn’t running) and we can keep the 

rain off our heads.

We were delighted that 
Peter joined us with his 
new and desirable sporty 
number.  As usual, other 
diners at the pub were 
intrigued by the selection of
beautiful classic vehicles 
and we enjoyed a plethora 
of compliments.  

Stephen Dennison

Probus Amblers
On the 18th May, with much of the Forest being wet and boggy, four of us met for a gentle stroll 
around Hengistbury Head in hazy sunshine.  Although not greatly exerting ourselves, we 
nevertheless felt deserving of lunch in the Three Tuns afterwards, our first beers “inside” for many 
months.

The group aims to meet on the third Tuesday of every month.  The walks are relatively 
undemanding over a distance of 5k – 7k and new walkers are always welcome.

Bernard Gilbert

Probus Golf Society
We aim to play every other Tuesday on courses in and around the New Forest.  We play with more
enthusiasm than skill and are happy to welcome more players.

In conclusion

It’s been a long time coming but our plans are in place and we can only hope that the Delta variant 
doesn’t put a spoke in our wheel.  

Hopefully, there’s something for everyone in the programme but if there’s anything else that you 
would like to see contact Len or Stephen with your suggestion.

Keep well, stay safe and sign up!


