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Happy New Year everyone and a heartfelt “good riddance” to 2020.  It’s traditional for the New Year
to be a time for high hopes and, although this year has started badly with yet another lock-down, at
least we have the promise that the vaccine roll-out will bring about a relaxation of restrictions.

The President

As I sit here, with my sleeve rolled up, waiting for a COVID vaccine appointment I thought I would
do things a bit differently this month. So, firstly, the answers to last month’s posers:

1. Tracy
2. Ukulele 

My memories of Christmas past seemed to be well received last month, and as there is virtually 
nothing going on in lock-down, this month more memories. The poser for you is to decide which 
ones are true!

Memoirs of a retail banker.

I started in Hayward’s Heath. It is the only branch I know where you had to put on wellingtons to 
get to the strong room as the drains overflowed when it rained.

I moved on to the main Brighton Branch. They had safe deposit boxes and I remember escorting a 
bereaved family to open their late father’s box. It was full of white fivers, and they all cursed the old
man as they were no longer in circulation. When I told them the chief cashier could swap them for 
the current blue version they cheered, and my tip was equal to a months pay.

Also at Brighton, the local bus company would pay in trolley loads of coin.  A local numismatist 
found out and would come in and cash cheques for £20 worth of copper at a time, and sift through 
them looking for the rare ones. We did not have the heart to tell him the chief cashier had always 
got there first!

The branch had large open counters with no screens.  A lady member of the local gentry was a 
customer who always required being served by the first cashier, and would insist on putting her 
little dog on the counter while writing out her cheques etc. The dog would frequently also make a 
deposit in the cashiers scales!!

Lastly at Brighton, I have fond memories of the day Jim Davidson came in and the cashier who 
served him complemented him on his show the night before, and spent some time swapping jokes 
and banter with him.  Eventually the star asked to cash a cheque to be met with the response 
“Have you got any identification?”

I then moved to London and the West End. We would open late one day a week, but to be honest 
hardly ever saw a customer. One evening, with nothing going on the first cashier, a real likely lad, 
and his assistant, a particularly good looking young lady thought they would pass the time in 



somewhat intimate fashion on the floor behind the counter. They were interrupted by a matronly 
lady who rang the bell for service. First cashier somewhat breathlessly disengages and rushes to 
serve, and looking down realises there is a part of his anatomy still outside his trousers. Thinking 
quickly he opens the till drawer to hide the offending part and leans forward to serve the matron. 
She comments that he is looking rather pleased with himself, to which he replies “yes madam, I’ve 
just come into a lot of money!”

Some years later, and by now a manager, one of my customers was Rick Wakeman. He asked me 
to open a small business account for his wife, and I agreed suggesting he bring her in to sign the 
usual forms. I was aware that at the time Mrs W was a famous page three girl, and as the time of 
the appointment approached I was getting increasingly excited at the prospect of meeting her. 
What I did not know was at the time the lady was 8 ½ months pregnant, and she waddled in fat, 
spotty and decidedly not what I had anticipated. Never been so deflated in all my life.

Oh crumbs, the more I type here the more memories come flooding back but I will save them for 
another time. Don’t ever think of Banking as boring.

Stay safe all, when we get the meetings going again I want to see you all there.

Len

Editor: Lovely stories Len.  Anyone else want to share their memories with us? 

Club News

The Committee had its usual Zoom meeting at the beginning of the month and, although there is
very little to discuss at the moment, we did dare to touch on plans for future events.  Regular
readers will remember that our speaker programme is provisionally arranged to start in April and
we resolved to leave this situation unchanged subject to a further review at next month’s meeting!

Social Events

We feel that we all need something to look forward to and are considering two entirely different
types of social event.

1. A Summer Barbecue to be held provisionally on Friday 9th July at a venue to be arranged.
In a departure from usual practice, we are suggesting a day other than the weekend in the
expectation that many of us will be using our weekends making up for lost time with family.
If you have a view on this, or simply want to register your interest in attending, please get in
touch with Stephen Dennison (email:  dennisonstephen@yahoo.co.uk or telephone 01425
673459.)   Better  still,  complete  the relevant  form on the Sign-Up Sheets  page on our
website http://bransgoreprobus.org/

2. A Zoom Quiz to be held one evening soon to alleviate the gloom of lock-down.  Many of us
have already discovered Zoom as a means of communicating with family and friends and
maybe also  taking  part  in  quiz  nights.   If  you  are  interested,  please  contact  Stephen
Dennison as above.  Once we know the likely  numbers,  we’ll  work out  how to make it
happen!

Special Interest Groups

Sadly, Covid regulations (and common sense) mean that even small groups aren’t able to meet at
the moment so, as with so much else, we must hang on in there and wait for better times.
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Situations Vacant

Assistant Treasurer

Members will  recall  that the new Club Treasurer software was acquired as a risk management
measure to secure the Club’s financial records so that they were not in the control of any one
individual and available on-line to any authorised member.  

We have learnt, to our cost, of our vulnerability when key information is in the control of only one
person  and  common  sense  suggests  that  we  now need  to  recruit  an  Assistant  Treasurer  to
understudy the Treasurer, become familiar with the new software, and generally deputise for the
Treasurer as required. Anybody with a basic understanding of book-keeping and modest IT skills
would be able to take on this role and, with several months of minimal activity ahead of us, this
might be a good time to learn the ropes.  

If you think that this might be a role that you could undertake, or would like more details, contact
Bernard Gilbert.

And finally. . .

Keep safe, stay well


