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As we approach Autumn in this most oddest of years we might choose to reflect on how 
much our lives have changed in the last ten months.  From normal, through complete lock-
down with panic buying and new shopping arrangements, to Zoom meetings and 
WhatsApp chats with family and friends, to our new “normal” where we can meet in small 
groups and count ourselves lucky to be able to have a beer in our local!  Even that small 
joy now looks to be under threat as the screw looks about to be re tightened!

Whereas at this time in years passed we would have been planning to hold our AGM as 
part of a monthly meeting, now we have to resort to a digital or paper-based meeting.  Len 
Morel has been working hard to come up with a format that works and the paperwork will 
shortly find it’s way to you either by email or Royal Mail. Please try hard to contain your 
excitement!

The President’s Bit

You would think that during the current time of social distancing and not much going on in 
the outside world there would be plenty of spare time to fill.  Not a chance!  The last few 
weeks seem to have been more busy than ever.  As I write the house is full of trades 
people beavering away refitting our bathroom.  We are day 8 into a 14 day project, and 
with no bathroom available it has been like the old days, washing and doing our hair in the 
kitchen sink. Thankfully we have a downstairs loo.

In between being tea lady to all the workmen, our days are fully employed with all the 
usual house, dog and garden duties and various club activities.  These have included the 
second meeting of the genealogy group, the regular committee meeting on zoom, a 
meeting of the survivors club and planning for the postal AGM, which I will be in touch 
about very soon.  Sally and I both agree we have earned a holiday, so we have booked a 
midweek break on the Isle of Wight next month.  It is the nearest thing we will get to an 
overseas holiday this year.

Stay safe

Len

The President’s Poser

Last month’s answer:
Turn on switches 1 and 2, wait 5 minutes then turn off switch 2. Now open the door. The 
light on is switch 1. The warm off light is switch 2, the cold off light is switch 3.



This month something hopefully more straightforward:

When Jim was 6 years old he hammered a nail into his favourite tree to mark his height. 
Now he is sixteen he comes back to the tree. If the tree grows at 5cm a year, how much 
higher will the nail be now?

Special Interest Groups

All the groups are now up and running and reports from each group follow.  We are keen 
to see as many members as possible involve themselves in a group so that they can 
continue to enjoy the fellowship of other Probuscians.  Contact the group leader directly or 
via Barry Dench, who will also be pleased to hear from you if you have an idea for a new 
group.

Walking Group

Our walk scheduled for the 19th August was rained off and eventually took place in much 
better weather a week later.  Seven of us enjoyed an easy amble around Shappen Hill at 
Burley, followed by a socially-distanced beer in the garden of the Three Tuns.

Our next walk is scheduled for the 23rd September in the area around Horseshoe Bottom.  
Contact Bernard Gilbert if you are interested in taking part in any of our walks.

Camera Club

Our second photoshoot was based on the area around The Priory and provided us with 
the opportunity to photograph buildings and riverside scenes, with some wildlife thrown in 
for good measure.  We will be holding a follow–up meeting at the Three Tuns to review our
handiwork.  Any members who would like to come along contact Barry on 01425 672340.  

Compus (Computing Group)

Having held two meetings online via. Zoom, the group is struggling to determine a 
direction for further meetings. The problem as I consider it is the existing members (of the 
group) are all fairly well informed and have no needs. 



One of the hopes of the group, was that more members would join who needed some 
specific help and then the group could determine the best way to help them. This however 
has not really happened. So, for the time being, until a direction can be found meetings are
suspended.  If anything arises, the group can meet again via Zoom to consider any 
propositions or requests. Do call me if you have any questions. Barry 01425 672340.

Golf

The Golfing Group continues to meet fortnightly playing at a different club each time with 
the members taking it in turns to organise the event. New players welcome.  Contact 
Bryan Hancock for more information.

Genealogy

The group currently has eight members and has held its third successful meeting at Bryan 
Hancock’s. There is some concern that as we lose the reasonable weather, meeting out-
doors might not be sustainable with suitable social-distancing and, in any event, the Rule 
of Six will now have to be observed. Until restrictions are eased we will limit our meetings 
to six, but this is not likely to be a problem in the short term as there are always at least a 
couple of us with other commitments.

Vintage Cars 

The second meeting has been held successfully at the New Queen but, as it was raining, 
there was only one old car that braved the weather!  Stephen Dennison is looking to ar-
range an away trip for next event in the form of a visit to either the Haynes Museum at 
Sparkford or the British Motor Museum at Gaydon.  Contact Stephen for more details.

Website
by Bernard Gilbert

Barry Dench set up our website several years ago and has done sterling work as our Web-
master in maintaining it and keeping it up-to-date.  This has become ever more difficult as 
the software behind it has become obsolete. 

The committee has now agreed that we should rewrite the website on a new platform 
(WordPress.) Barry has decided that this would be the right time for him to hand over to 
someone else and I have volunteered to be that person.  We will be using an “off the shelf”
template designed specifically for Probus Clubs which will keep costs down and, hopefully,
help make the construction easy.  Our aim is to use the website as a means of attracting 
new members and also as a central source of news and information for members.  

More of this in future newsletters.

Stay safe, keep well.


