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A Word from the Editor
I make no excuse for using an image I included in November2020 as the cover for this
month’s edition. January has been ‘a game of two halves’ so far, with the roll out of a
series of what we hope are effective vaccines against the prevalence of an even more
virulent and dominant strain of Covid-19 … and then we have had the relentless
mayhem flaring up over The Atlantic.
Let us hope there are some blue skies and sunshine at the end of the rainbow this
year!
In this Edition
At the end of this edition I have included revised information and links coming
out from The Simpson Centre I hope you will find useful including additional
information from Steve Cuthbert
So, what can we do this month to take your minds off the most intrusive issues of the
day? This issue features:
Details of our 28 January Online Speaker
Chris Belk's reflections on what we need to do in 2021
Donald Stanley's History of The White Hart
Recommended Reads – some books I can recommend during lockdown
Donald Stanley's Skindles Revisited
Please keep the Member content coming in.
Also, I am happy to receive ‘Letters to the Editor’

Ian Petrie
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Our Online Speaker 28 January 2021
is the award-winning wildlife
photographer Tom Way.
Tom`s talk is titled "Tooth, Claw
and Mane" and will be illustrated
with a number of photographs
from his more recent trip to Africa
The usual Zoom Meeting link will be sent out to you shortly
Anyone experiencing technical difficulties, please contact me

IanPetrie

Chris Belk’s 10 Points to Ponder
as we embark on our 2021 Journey
1. The dumbest thing I ever bought was a 2020 planner.
2. 2019: Stay away from negative people. 2020: Stay away from positive
people.
3. The world has turned upside down. Old folks are sneaking out of the
house & their kids are yelling at them to stay indoors!
4. This morning I saw a neighbour talking to her cat. It was obvious she
thought her cat understood her. I went back into my house & told my
dog.... we had a good laugh.
5. Every few days try your jeans on just to make sure they fit. Pyjamas will
have you believe all is well in the kingdom.
6. Does anyone know if we can take showers yet or should we just keep
washing our hands?
7. I never thought the comment, “I wouldn’t touch him/her with a 6-foot
pole” would become a national policy, but here we are!
8. I need to practice social-distancing ....from the fridge.
9. I hope the weather is good tomorrow for my trip out to the bins!
10. Never in a million years could I have imagined I would go into a bank
with a mask on and ask for money
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The White Hart

In happier times Members make their way
after a meeting to the White Hart for an
informal lunch.
The inn and one of its publicans, Thomas
Lane, are part of the history of Beaconsfield.

The town was the first staging post for a
regular coach service
between London and Oxford
Passengers had the choice of several inns which were owned not only by local families
such as that of Edmund Waller of Hall Barn, the Du Pres of Wilton Park, and the
Charsley family of attorneys but investors from outside. Several had their own
malthouses which supplied those innkeepers who did their own brewing. Hence
Malthouse Square and two large houses, the homes of maltsters, opposite the
marketplace.
The road through Beaconsfield from London being of heavy waterlogged soil the
coming in the 1700s of turnpike roads maintained out of tolls, one of which ran
through Maidenhead, spelt the end for many of the town’s inns, blacksmiths, and
wheelwrights.
Amongst the survivor was the White Hart which is believed to date from about 1600.
A nearby sign carrying its name remained in place until recent times despite its owner
being fined nearly 400 years ago for encroaching on land that did not belong to him.
Thomas Lane was identified with the White Hart in the latter part of the 1800s. He
alone of all the town’s publicans appears to have made his life in Beaconsfield and,
aged 80, was buried in 1930 just inside the entrance from the market square to St
Mary’s churchyard. In his time functions were catered for either at the White Hart or
elsewhere such as Wilton Park when Baring Du Pre entered into his inheritance.
He would even provide just the crockery, tablecloths, and plates for church functions.
He was a man of many talents: lecturing on Rontgen rays as x-rays were then called,
operating the lantern for illustrations at a lecture, responsible for the ‘lime light’ at an
entertainment by the girls’ ‘Lily Club’, singing in St Mary’s choir, and playing the organ
on one occasion at another church. He was a church warden (on one occasion
accompanying the Rector to a Diocesan conference at Oxford), and a manager of the
schools (now the Masonic Centre). From 1908 to 1917 he was Chairman of
Beaconsfield UDC, a County Councillor and a JP.
Donald Stanley
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Out & About - Winter is Here

Penn & Tylers Green Common
A Frosty Morning
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Recommended Reads
Books of Intrigue and Suspense
The Spy and the Traitor –
The Greatest Espionage Story of the Cold War
by Ben MacIntyre

Like Rick Marshall, I have always enjoyed a good spy story. They
say fact can be stranger than fiction. This book is the true tale of
Oleg Gordievsky, a high-level KGB agent, who worked as a double
agent for Great Britain and MI6. Gordievsky helped bring about
the demise of the Soviet Union. The Spy and the Traitor details his
career and the story of how a CIA agent was almost his downfall.
It is Le Carre and James Bond rolled into one, from the plot to extricate Gordievsky
across Europe from the Soviet Union to an accurate and riveting account of the
misinformed paranoia that fuelled The Cold War in the mid-80s.

Dial M for Murdoch
by Tom Watson and Martin Hickman

When I retired in 2012, I treated myself to a new flat screen TV
that proved great value for money. Firstly, it was the year of the
outstanding and uplifting London Olympics. Secondly, it was the
year Leveson Enquiry public sessions were broadcast. I
remember vividly the astounding rottweiller of a performance
from the Prosecuting Counsel (I think it was Robert Jay QC?).
Of course, apart from getting a bloodied nose over phone hacking, the political regime
ran scared of any general recommendations about future control at the time on the
grounds of maintaining ‘Freedom of the Press’.
This book is written by politician Tom Watson, who fell victim to the misdeeds of the
Murdoch press empire, but not in such a severe way as many. The co-author is the
journalist, Martin Hickman, then working for ‘The Independent’. If you want to read
about 15th Century Florence brought into the 21st Century, this is a book for
you. From the initial discovery that something was wrong, through the Dowler
investigation and the arrogant, Machiavellian behaviour of the subsequently rewarded
Rebekah Brooks, it is an astonishing read.
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More Recommended Reads
Losing Small Wars - British Military Failure in the 9/11 Wars
by Frank Ledgewidge

This is one for those of you interested in military strategy.
Ledwidge was a lawyer employed by the British Military to
interview local people in aftermath of Afghanistan at the time of
the withdrawal from Basra, which he documents in great detail.
He has no axe to grind against the British Military, he just
outlines where it all went wrong.
Ordinary, local people, who couldn’t understand why the military were there in the
first place. Archaically, outdated military strategies that were employed. Tours of
duty, administered from ‘bunkered’ military bases, that were far too short to build
up relationships with the local communities. An inability to speak the local language.
A lack of understanding of the local customs, religions, traditions and tribal and
interfamily differences. What sums up Ledgewidge’s account so well is when he
describes how the newly trained local militia so courteously and swiftly escorted the
military personnel to the airport in Basra at the time of withdrawal, only to start the
whole thing over again using the much improved arsenal they had inherited.
What I am reading now ......
The Great Infuenza
by John M Barry

A macabre choice in the current climate you may think. But not
so. I was curious and this book does not disappoint.
At the height of WW1, the influenza virus erupted in an army
camp in Kansas, moved East with American troops before
spreading worldwide. It killed more people in 24 months than
AIDS killed in 24 years, more in a year than the Black Death
killed in a century,
Up until the beginning of WW1, medicine in the USA lagged way behind Europe. A
medical degree could be bought. But, fundamentally, there was little interaction with
science. But this was not the Middle Ages, and 1918 marked the first collision of
science and epidemic disease. There, were, however, pioneers such as Paul
Lewis, already working on the science and who had anticipated such an event. The
outcome, through necessity, was to revolutionise American medicine and the
integration of scientific research. This comprehensive text book provides a very
precise and sobering model but great hope as we confront the aftermath of Covid-19.
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.. of course there has been lots of good stuff on TV ...

Richard Attenborough's visually stunning Perfect Planet
... not to mention the reruns of Michael Palin's
amazing Travalogues to some of the World's
most remote locations and cultures
All available on the BBC and iPlayer

For those of you that have access to Amazon
Prime I can recommend The Americans.
We first came across this series thinking it was a
film, but soon discovered there are 7 Series of,
on average, 12 episodes each series, first started
in 2013, and still available – so lots to go at here.
Again, another riveting 1980s Cold War thriller, equal to a good book where
you want to just keep turning the pages.
In summary, two individual young people in the USSR are trained up by the
KGB and come over to suburban Washington DC where they set up a
business and have a family whilst carrying out undercover work as spies.
What makes the series riveting is the casting of the two main characters
and the individuals they interact with. Their handlers, the personnel in the
American and Russian Embassies, the KGB back in Moscow, the main FBI
agent who, unwittingly, just happens to be a neighbour, their children who,
when they get into their teens, start to question their parents’ actions. Not
to mention the incidental victims the main characters deceive and exploit
along the way. When I think back to the 80s, I seem to recall there was a
real-life couple operating in the USA under similar circumstances?
Like ‘The Spy and the Traitor’, the paranoia and misinformation of those
worrying times is what moves the plot along.
Warning – the presentation can be graphic at times and you can only have
so much sex in one episode!
Ian Petrie
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Skindles Revisited

Frances & 'Rivy' Grenfell

Arthur Riversdale Grenfell, a one-time owner of
Skindles, who featured in Nigel Smales’ talk, had
connections with Beaconsfield.
Arthur was a grandson of one of the Du Pre family
of Wilton Park. In 1891 he built Butler’s Court
which became the home of a succession of
Grenfells including Field Marshall Lord Grenfell
and, following the death of both their parents, his
twin nephews Francis and Riversdale
(‘Rivy’). The former was awarded one of the first
Victoria Crosses of the First World War which
claimed the lives of both of them

Caledon George Du Pre of Wilton Park died in 1896. William Baring Du
Pre, his great nephew, became his heir following the death of William’s
father but could not enter into his inheritance until he came of age. In the
meantime, Arthur acted as the estate’s agent but died before William[DS1]
was welcomed with great pageantry. The High Street, now London End,
was decorated with bunting and triumphal arches. The horses were
unhitched from his coach which was hauled to the mansion by the sons of
farmers of the estate and a salute fired from ’some small ordnance’.
In accordance with the practice of the time the young squire, as
head of one of the town’s three great estates, was appointed a magistrate.
His first case involved remanding Joseph Powell ‘a tramping air-balloon
vendor’ who struck a local man, William Eales, so violently after they had
been ejected from the George Inn that he fell to his death The same
evening William took the chair at a lecture on Rontgen Rays, as X-rays
were then known, given by Thomas Lane the publican of the White Hart.
Donald Stanley

Butlers Court

9

Issue 9 January 2021

Simpson Centre Covid-19 Vaccination Programme

Steve Cuthbert has sent this useful,
additional advice:
‘I have heard from a number of
usually reliable sources that one of
the things that speeds up the process
for you and everyone in the queue
behind you when you are summoned
to be vaccinated is to have your NHS
number with you.
This is a 10 digit code which one
should be able to find from
correspondence one has had with
the NHS (or on a repeat prescription
form, etc.)
Apparently, this saves time in trying
to find your number from their
records when you arrive at the
vaccination centre.
One source has also told me that you
also need to have your National
Insurance Number with you. '

Kings College data 11.01.21

I don't know how accurate this piece of info is, but it could do no harm to
have both numbers with you in the endeavour to speed things up'
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Coronavirus Vaccinations Statement from the Simpson Centre
Please check the Surgery Website www.simpsoncentre.com
for the most up to date information
Updated from Surgery Website 11 January 2021
The Simpson Centre and Penn Surgeries began administering the first COVID-19
vaccination to our patients last week (commencing 4 January 2021).
Due to constraints around the preparation and storage of the vaccine we are unable
to give this vaccine at the surgery or any site in Beaconsfield and are working
alongside neighbouring practices to give vaccinations at Adams Park Football
Stadium in High Wycombe, Hillbottom Road, HP12 4HJ. This centre is staffed by
our own nurses, GPs, Paramedics and administrative staff and those from other
practices in our Primary Care Network (ARC PCN).
We are prioritising vaccinations strictly in accordance with the tier system
provided by the government which is based on age (recognising that this is one
of the most significant risk factors for serious complications from the
disease). We are not making exceptions to this this and will contact patients
in cohorts based on their age. So far that has only extended to our patients in
their 90s and late 80s.
We understand that some of you are unable to get to Adams Park and we will be
making alternative arrangements for you.
We recognise that many of you are worried and want your vaccination as soon as
possible and are working very hard in collaboration with our neighbouring
practices to achieve this. We are limited however by the delivery of vaccines
and to date have only been allocated 200 vaccines for our patients. Our efforts
are further hampered by the fact that we get very little notice (typically only
two to three days) of when we will receive our next delivery.
To complicate matters further, we understand that letters were sent out by the NHS
over the last few days inviting people aged 80 and over (including those who
have already had their first vaccine) to use the national booking system and
attend a larger vaccination site slightly further afield (including sites in
Epsom, Stevenage and the Excel Centre in London).
continued .....
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..... continued
This is part of the government’s effort to accelerate the vaccination program and
while those who have received the letter can choose to book through the
national booking system if they wish, please be reassured that it is our intention
that all patients over the age of 80 will be offered a vaccination appointment
locally through their GP Practice by the end of January.
You will be contacted by the surgery to make an appointment for vaccination by text
or by telephone. Please do not contact the surgery, we will contact you when we
can offer you an appointment.
An information leaflet will be provided when we book your appointment and we will
discuss the vaccine with you when you attend for the appointment. There is
further information available from the gov uk website.
www.nhs.uk/coronavirus-vaccine
There may be reduced availability for routine appointments or check-ups over the
next few weeks as we roll out this vital vaccination programme.
We continue to be available as normal for urgent appointments.
You have an important part to play in helping us to deliver the COVID-19 vaccine to
as many people in the priority groups as possible and as quickly as
possible.
Please do not contact us to seek a vaccine. We will contact you.
·
When we do contact you please attend your booked appointment unless you are
unwell.
·
Please continue to follow government guidance to reduce the spread
of COVID-19.
·
Please consider using alternative sources for advice if your problem is not urgent
such as your local pharmacist or the NHS Website.
We thank you all for your support at this time
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