
A DARING DAYLIGHT BURGLARY 

   Early in 1903 a 4 minute film was made in Sheffield by the Sheffield Photo Company, which was 

owned and run by Frank Mottershaw and his three sons. When founded in 1882 the business was 

primarily concerned with still photography, but at the turn of the 20th century it branched out into 

motion pictures as well. The eldest son, Frank, took charge of the cinematography side of things and 

was responsible for making a total of 42 short, silent films. After quitting film production in 1908, the 

company continued in the photographic business, surviving until 1982. 

   Although A Daring Daylight Burglary seems very basic to our eyes, at the time it was avant-garde 

and very well received. The film was shot over 3 days at a cost of £25, which was a lot of money in 

those days, and the British rights were sold to the Charles Urban Co for £50. It was enormously 

successful both in Britain and abroad: between 500 & 600 copies were sold, including an American 

order for 100 copies. The film made Frank Mottershaw’s reputation as producer of one of the 

leading British film companies of the next several years. 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jG6N0ZDC4A0 

   The cast was made up of a mix of members of Sheffield Fire Brigade and actors from a local music 

hall, who were paid 10 shillings for a day’s work.  

   The film starts with a man scaling a high wall in order to gain access to a country house. (This was 

the original Prince of Wales pub, at the top of Carter Knowle Road, which burnt down in 1928 to be 

replaced by the present building). He is spotted by a boy who runs to the local Police Station to 

raise the alarm. (This was an actual police station at the time but is now the Marco at Milano 

restaurant on Archer Road where it meets Abbeydale Road South. It is close to the spot where our 

Probus Club meets at the corner of Millhouses Park. The Police Station opened in 1893 and in the 

scene featuring it you can see the Robin Hood pub at the bottom of Millhouses Lane). 

 

 

Notice the state of the road surface! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jG6N0ZDC4A0


   The Archer Road Police Station was built and opened in 1893 but was not the centre of a division 

for very long, and when it was no longer needed it was taken over by the Parks Department who 

used it  as the Millhouses Park- keeper’s house, when it was known as Park Lodge. 
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   A 1890s photograph of Millhouses division policemen. The reason why there are so many officers 

for such a small, relatively peaceful suburb is that the division covered a very large area, stretching to 

Dore, Ringinglow, Hunter’s Bar, Sharrowvale and Brincliffe Edge. When the division was set up in 
1893, a PC Smith, who had been stationed at Millhouses for some years, was promoted to sergeant 

and lived in the house attached to the new police station. He may be one of the two sergeants 

pictured here (they are standing one at each end of the front row, both sporting beards!). 

 

   Two police officers run to the house and climb over the wall, then one of them enters the 

property via the same window which the burglar had earlier used to gain entry. This policeman 

chases the burglar up on to the roof where a struggle ensues which results in the policeman being 

thrown off and down to the ground. We next see the injured man’s colleague waiting for the 

arrival of a horse-drawn ambulance which has been called to the crime scene. (Is this the top of 

Carter Knowle Road, with the pub wall on one side and the perimeter wall of Banner Cross Hall on the 

other side? If so the ambulance would have approached from the direction of Abbeydale Road.) 

   Meanwhile two more officers join the fray and chase the felon down a steep, muddy slope 

before pursuing him across a river via stepping stones. (Is this in Endcliffe Park near the present day 

café?).   

 



 

 

 

 

 

A slope in Endcliffe Park not far from the stepping stones by the café. 



 

 

 

Endcliffe Park stepping stones 2021 

 

   The burglar manages to escape by catching a departing train, whilst the nearest policeman can 

only vent his frustration when he fails to clamber aboard too! He does, however, contact the next 

station down the line so that when the burglar alights there he is apprehended by the long arm of 

the law, assisted by a public-spirited member of the railway staff. (The railway stations are either 

Beauchief & Abbey Dale or Millhouses & Ecclesall, both of which closed in the 1960s.) 



 

 

 

 

Beauchief and Abbey Dale Station 

 

 



 

 

 

    

 

THE END! 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


