
CHELSEA PARK & BRINCLIFFE TOWERS 

   One of our smallest but much frequented parks is Chelsea Park at Nether Edge, situated 

between Brincliffe Edge Road & Chelsea Road. The western edge extends to the start of 

Quarry Lane and the eastern edge to the start of Brincliffe Edge Close. 

   In the grounds stands Brinkcliffe Tower, as it was originally known. Somewhere along the 

line the “k” was lost and an “s” added making it now Brincliffe Towers. 

 

 

   There is evidence of a farm on this site as long ago as 1587. Over the centuries it passed 

through many hands until in 1852, James Wilson, of Highfield House and Broomhall, 

became the new land owner. A descendant of the Wilson snuff manufacturing family, he 

was a solicitor and Law Clerk to the Cutler’s Company. He started to build a fine new 
home, leaving the original old farmhouse, situated at the head of the drive at the junction 

of Brincliffe Edge Road and Quarry Lane, as a lodge keeper’s dwelling. The lodge is still 

there but is now divided into two dwellings. 

   Initially the grounds were 24 acres in extent. Mounds planted with trees were 

introduced in the grounds to obscure views to the north east of the Ecclesall Bierlow 

Union Workhouse at Nether Edge, opened 9 years earlier in 1843 on the corner of Union 

Road and what was then called Workhouse Lane but is now Osborne Road. 



 

  View of eastern aspect of Brincliffe Towers from Chelsea Park. 

 

 

 

One of the tree-covered mounds in the park built to obscure views of the workhouse. 



   James Wilson spared no expense in the construction and furnishing of his new, 

gentleman’s residence and lived there until his death in 1867 when the estate was put on 
the market.  

“The mansion contains a dining-room, drawing-room, breakfast-room, and the spacious vestibule, 

entrance hall and principal staircase are lighted from the roof by a handsome lantern light. There are 

seven principal bedrooms and dressing-rooms etc.  

The kitchen, servants’ hall and other arrangements are of the most commodious description.  There 

are large and lofty cellars, servants’ staircase, butler’s pantry, sculleries, store closets, and four large 
upper rooms of stores and servants’ apartments. 

In the large paved yard is stabling for five horses, loose box, saddle and harness rooms, hay chamber, 

granary, and a spacious carriage-house, sheds and all the requisite appurtenances for a family 

mansion 

The kitchen gardens are extensive and laid out in the best possible manner, while the grounds are 

enriched with fine timber and ornamental trees with flourishing shrubs. Water is of the most 

common character, and during the dry summers of 1864 and 1865, a most abundant supply was 

always at hand.” 

   The estate’s new owner was George Marples who, until 1879 was head of Marples and 

Marples, solicitors, of Norfolk Row. He died in 1881 leaving a personal estate of £218,000 

(worth almost £27 million today). His son, George Jobson Marples, who inherited the 

estate, was for 20 years a county magistrate in Derbyshire and senior magistrate in 

Bakewell. In 1896 George Jobson Marples bought Thornbridge Hall for £160,000, leaving 

Brincliffe Towers and putting it up for sale. 

   In 1897 the house and grounds were acquired by well-known local solicitor and JP, 

Alderman Robert Styring, one of Sheffield’s most prominent citizens. He became Lord 
Mayor in 1907 and threw a party at Brincliffe Towers for 600 people! Styring disposed of 

parts of the estate as prime building land, reducing its size from 24 to 12 acres, and in 

1916 was involved in a dispute with Sheffield Corporation over this land’s development. 

Styring wanted to build up to 25 houses per acre but the Corporation insisted that a 

maximum of only 12 houses per acre could be allowed.  

   Robert Styring was very fond of his wife. Whilst addressing a women’s meeting in the 

Victoria Hall in March 1925 Mrs Styring remarked: “Excuse me one moment”, sat in her 
chair, collapsed and died. The death of his adored wife greatly upset Robert and in 

November of the same year he pledged to donate the house and grounds upon his death 

to the City, as a lasting memorial to her. He originally intended to remain in the property 

for the rest of his life but in 1935 he retired to Paignton, when most of the grounds were 

then opened to the public. He died in Paignton aged 94 in 1944. The house stood empty 

for a number of years before briefly being used as a girls’ school dormitory then by the 
army who requisitioned it in WWll.  

   A newspaper report in 1925 gave the following description: “It stands some 500 feet above 

sea level and is beautifully situated and laid out. Architecturally, the house is a combination of Early 

English and Renaissance styles and has the reputation of being the most strongly built house in 



Sheffield. The walls are of very great thickness and the basements are excavated in solid rock. One of 

its features is a lofty tower, from which wide views of the whole district are to be obtained. The 

grounds and park were from the first very tastefully laid out and planted with a great variety of trees. 

These are now well established and make the long, winding drive from Brincliffe Edge Road a very 

pleasant approach to the house”. 

 

The solid rock mentioned above is Brincliffe Edge rock, and Brinkcliffe Tower itself was built 

on the site of an earlier quarry, part of which was utilised as the “large and lofty cellars”. 
Extraction of stone at Brincliffe Edge began on a small scale as long ago as the 16th century. 

At that time the areas worked were called stone delphs/delfs, with the workers known as 

delfmen or delvers (as in dig and delve). Later the terms used became quarries and 

quarrymen. These early small scale operations would have been producing stone for 

building and roofing.   



    

On this 1903 O S map two old quarries can be seen in the Brinkcliffe Tower grounds where they 

border on Brincliffe Edge Road. 

 

   Geologically speaking Brincliffe Edge stone is Greenmoor Rock, named after the village of 

Green Moor which is situated about 15 km to the north-west of Banner Cross. It is a fine-

grained, hard wearing sandstone, normally yellow brown in colour but the best quality 

stone was a highly prized variation which, when newly cut, was pale blue/grey in colour. 

This was known locally as “Brincliffe Blue” in the same way that “Rotherham Red” was the 

name given to the distinctive lilac coloured Mexborough Rock sandstone quarried in 

Rotherham. Examples of this blue stone can be seen in the gravestones, one of them with a 

date of 1764, laid flat by the side entrance to Sheffield Cathedral. 

   Some of the stone from Brincliffe Edge was of such good quality that it was used, as was 

stone from Wickersley, to make grindstones for the cutlery and edge tool industry. 



 

 

In this painting dated 1875 there are grindstones in the quarry, leaning against the wall below 

Psalter Lane. The Salt Box Cottages with their distinctive shape are on the left. The city centre is in 

the distance. It was on this site that the Blue Coats Boys Charity School was built in 1911 after the 

quarry was filled in and the ground level raised by more than 30 feet to bring it up to the same level 

as Psalter Lane. On the grassy hilltop to the right, above the quarry, there are three cows (2 white, 1 

brown), giving some indication of the height of the quarry face. 

 

   By the 19th century there were extensive quarries around Brincliffe Edge, Ecclesall Road 

and Psalter Lane, and two of them, owned by one company, were producing over 14,000 

thousand tons of stone per annum. They have all long since been closed and developed for 

housing. Much of the property in the surrounding areas of Nether Edge, Sharrow and 

further afield was built using this stone, and likewise many gravestones in the General 

Cemetery and Cathedral are made of it. Baldwin’s Omega restaurant and car park stood on 

the floor of a huge quarry, but even that is now having apartment blocks constructed on it. 

The long row of quarrymen’s cottages, known as “Taylor’s Row”, on Brincliffe Hill and “Salt 
Box Row” on Psalter Lane were built to accommodate the workers and their families. 

Psalter Lane is believed to be the only road of that name in the UK, making it unique. It was 

the route by which salt arrived in Sheffield from Chesire but it is a matter of conjecture how 

it acquired the silent “P". 



 

    In this painting of Banner Cross, looking along Psalter Lane from its junction with Ecclesall Road 

South, can be seen a toll gate. Psalter Lane used to be part of an important turnpike road, created in 

1758 and was for many years the main route south west from Sheffield towards Derbyshire. Prior to 

this the route had been used by packhorse trains for centuries before being upgraded. The Salt Box 

cottages are in the distance by the bend on Psalter Lane, and the Brincliffe Hill cottages (Taylor’s 
Row) are on the skyline surrounded by trees. 

 



 

  Omega car park, the floor of a former quarry, with the rock face hidden by greenery. 

 

 

A view of the north eastern aspect of Brincliffe Towers showing the tower after which it was named. 
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   For a time the grounds were considered as a memorial garden, the alternative site for a 

Peace Garden, proposed after the Munich Agreement of 1938, but which were eventually 

created next to the Town Hall. Instead the grounds became Chelsea Park, after the nearby 

Chelsea Road, once known as Palmerston Road until renamed in 1886. 

   In 1960 it opened as a residential home for the elderly having been refurbished and 

adapted by the J G Graves Trust, with the addition of modern extensions totally out of 

keeping with the original, Gothic-style mansion. 

   Up to 10 years ago the house and coach house were in use as a private care home before 

it closed and in 2010 was purchased by a developer. Plans have been submitted to turn it 

back into a single dwelling, which should be a very “des res” indeed. The coach house is 
also to be turned into a dwelling and the dreadful 1960’s extensions to be demolished. 

   It is proposed to build 4 new dwellings, and a new access road from Brincliffe Edge Road, 

in the grounds, which locals are saying is actually part of Chelsea Park. Objections have 

been lodged since this land was not gifted to the City to enable a developer to build new 

properties, using the justification that the sale of these is essential to finance the 

restoration of the mansion. 



 

Drive entrance on Brincliffe Edge Road with the Lodge, originally a farmhouse, behind. 

 

Stable block. 

 

View of north-western aspect showing some of the awful 1960s brick additions. 



 

A lovely old property well worth keeping. 

 

 

But it will cost a lot to put right! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 


