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Welcome

Our club (official title “Probus Club of Locks Heath”) was formed in
1981 and has developed over the years. We now have a
membership of fifty which is the maximum we can accommodate at
our venue. As such, we do have a short waiting list, but encourage
those on it to attend meetings periodically when space permits!

We normally meet at 12.00pm. on the first Thursday of every month
at  Sarisbury Green Community Centre when we have a short business

meeting and a Ploughman’s Lunch followed by a Speaker and finish
around 2.00pm. A pay bar is available.

We arrange group holidays, recent examples include a cruise to the
Norwegian Fjords from Southampton with Fred Ölsen Cruises, a
visit to Lake Como in Italy and two river cruises in Europe, one
travelling part way by Eurostar, as well as a cruise around Britain.

We organise outings, for example a visit to Greenwich and visits to
the Chichester Festival Theatre as well as local events such as an
annual Summer Event for members, wives and guests. A Ladies

Day formal dinner is held in November. Photos from recent events
and holidays can be seen in our Photo Gallery.

This month's Newsletter features articles from our website sections
Memories, Our Members and Blast from the Past as well as articles on
reporting on our recent meetings

Our most recently added section, I Rember, containis links to   items,
hopefully of interest, which may bring back memories of the past as
well as provide local interest.

Note that for easier navigation you can also link directly to all
sections of our web site from here including previous Newsletters

An update from our President

Gentlemen

I am pleased to say that many of the plans we put forward came into
place resulting a very successful Ladies Dinner and several other
events during the year. It was an amazing evening and our thanks
go to Richard for organising it.

Our proposed Summer Event went ahead as planned on 14th
August as planned, you can see details in the Recent

Events section of this site. Our trip to Chichester Theatre to see
South Pacific at 2pm on 17th August also went ahead, details are
also available in the Recent Events section of this site together with
pictures from previous meetings and Events.

Our Ladies Dinner was held on Wednesday 10th November at the
the Warsash Sailing Club with resident caterers ‘Too much

Spinach’  If network connected, you can see a short video of our

evening stored on Dropbox. You can also see an updated version
of the video used at the meeting which covers all aspect of our

club activities.

You can see pictures from both in our Photo Gallery. Our latest
Newsletters for April 2021, July 2021 and October 2021 are
available online and can be accessed directly via these links. You
can find previous Newsletters here.

Our monthly meeting for January was not held, we did revert to an
almost normal format with our new caterer in November and
December with excellent attendance levels. We have inducted new
members and with guests at our last meeting are hopeful of more

Despite this and the challenges that we have faced, we have
managed to have a very successful year and whilst we have sadly
lost a number of members we have also welcomed several new
members to the Club.

Finally, I would like to stress that we always welcome the views of
members with any suggestions or comments, please contact myself
or any other member of the Committee with any feedback,
observations or suggestions for future events

Tim Mitchell, President 
LocksHeath Probus

Ladies Dinner, Warsash Sailing Club

On a quiet November evening something unusual occurred……. the
Probus Club of Locks Heath held its First Ladies Evening for two
years at the Warsash Sailing Club.

With events such as this having not been possible due to COVID
restrictions, it provided a terrific opportunity for members and wives
to meet-up and exchange experiences. The general hubbub, seeing
groups of people talking to others and renew old acquaintances was
a site to see.
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A high quality meal was accompanied by a slide show bringing back
memories of events past which hopefully will be restored over the
next year.

Our thanks go to Richard and Eve for organising the evening.

If network connected, you can see a short video of our

evening stored on Dropbox. You can also see an updated version
of the video used at the meeting which covers all aspect of our

club activities.

Recollections by Brian Gayle 

Brian Gayle gave us an interesting talk with very full notes and
slides. Similarly, Nick Hammond, on his induction,  gave us a very
full and interesting resume of his own story and had very full notes.
Nick’s introductory Notes can be found in the New Members section
of the website.

On a more general note, there were 29 of us at the meeting and
masks were worn by all except when seated. 

We collected our own food going up table by table.  Generally
everyone seemed to accept this and all seemed in good spirits.

Model Making by Vic Bird and Ian McDonald

I’m sure that many of you are familiar, through the youngest
members of your families, with Disney’s “It’s a small world” song,
well Vic and Ian introduced us to their very own small world making
models of boats.

Interestingly, it was COVID and it’s restrictions that brought together
these two Proberians (not a real word but I liked the sound of it)
enabling them to share their skills and work on a more complex
project.

Complimentary skills and knowledge, shared interests, the desire to
do something “worthwhile” during Lockdown, an ability to see
common day items in a different way and, of course, having the right
skills and tools all played their part in making this project a success.

The model that they built together with a collection of models
previously built by Ian by himself drew a large audience at the end
of the talk which was much appreciated by all present.

The only outstanding question? What next?

A South American Odyssey by lan & Linda McLuckie

We are back live and in strength too; 28 members attended plus 5
guests and two presenters. It was good to see our friends in person
and all looking so well. 

To make things better we did not have to bring our own packed
lunches. Tim (our President) did a sterling job in finding a new
caterer for us who put on a wonderful spread (see photographs).
Her name Morven and we look forward to many more lunches
provide by her.

Our talk was given by lan & Linda McLuckie on their South
American Odyssey in 2017. They gave us this presentation out of
the goodness of their hearts with no payment as friends of Tim. 

It looks like it was a wonderful trip over a period of 3 months starting
in Rio Janeiro in the east and travelling south and west and finishing
in the Galapagos Islands.

An introduction to Vincent Van Gogh: A Life in Pain(t)

This article taken from the Write About website provides an
excellent background to this talk. If you are looking for more
background, you may also be interested in the BBC programme
“The Mystery of Van Gogh’s Ear”.

We all know Vincent Van Gogh for his beautiful art such as Starry

Night, Van Gogh self-portrait, The night Cafe, and more. He was
an amazing artist, but he also had a very sad life story. It all started
on March 30th, 1852 in Brabant, Netherlands. He was a child of
a Pastor (Theodorus van Gogh) and his mother Anna Cornelia

Carbentus. He was the oldest of his siblings. Which include his
brothers Theo and Cor, and his sisters Elisabeth,  Anna, and
Wil.  As a child Vincent was supposedly a very timid and
introverted person. Yet, at a young age he was surprisingly
uninterested in art, preferring bugs, birds, and nature.  As Vincent
grew older he was a good student. Yet, his shyness and interesting
choice of clothes caused him to be an outcast.  These behaviors
stayed this way for most of his childhood.
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When he was seventeen, he worked in an art trade called Goupil

and Company.  Based off of letters and diary entries, we can
conclude that Vincent enjoyed working in the art business. Until he
abruptly stopped working there 1876.  Speculations suggest that
this was the beginning of his mental diseases, as signs of
depression, bipolar disorder, mania, and acute schizophrenia began
to show around this time. Hence him suddenly leaving his job. Yet,
during his time working there he got promoted, and his brother Theo
took his place. Because of the promotion Vincent moved to London
(currently the home of two immersive experiences), thus getting
exposed to all the art of the time.  He was mostly happy there, but
once wrote that “Smoking pipe was a good remedy” to the
occasional suicidal thoughts he would have.  Vincent soon
found Eugenia Loyer, and proposed to her almost immediately.
Although, she was already (secretly) proposed to someone else and
he was rejected. He then fell into a terrible depression, moving from
place to place. His letters and diary  entries were dull and lifeless. 
He only showed passion when talking about painting or religion.  His
career dropped, his appearance worsened, and he became easily
aggravated.

Vincent then quit his job and started working out of impulse, which
worried his family.  He danced between jobs, getting them and
losing them faster than his emotions could change (which was very
fast).  During this time, he was very devoted to religion. Probably
because of his suicidal thoughts.  After all, if someone thinks they’re
going to die, why not try to make your “next life better”.  He tried to
become a preacher, but failed because he was terrible at public
speaking, and then fell deeper into depression.  Vincent felt like he
had no use in life, but then he found it.

Vincent met a painter named Anton Van Rappard after moving to
Brussels, and started studying the arts.  He began drawing and
painting everything, using everything. He fell in love again, broke his
heart and then moved permanently to the Mauve in the Hague. 
Vincent then rented a cheap studio, and painted mostly the poor
people, country workers, and general workers. He began
experimenting with more vibrant colours and getting better at art.

Then his mental health declined again. This was probably because
o f h i s c o m b i n e d schizophrenia/bipolar disorder, Digitalis

poisoning from paint, and alcohol.  This caused crazy/manic
behavior, and people saw him as crazy so they didn’t buy his art. So
he decided to move to southern Paris for a quieter atmosphere and
cheaper rent. Yet, this didn’t change his mental state and he began
to deteriorate into nothingness.

Vincent self admitted into a mental asylum (where he created starry

night), was released, lived for a while longer, and then died after
shooting himself in the chest.

And that’s that. No happy ending.  No peaceful death.  He was
broken, and left a legacy for us all to ponder.  He shattered into
colour splashes and brush strokes, and showed us emotions we
could never understand.  That no one will ever understand.  Vincent
was never successful as an artist, but now his pieces are worth

billions.  I hope vincent can see what we think of him now. I hope
he became just another star in that starry, starry night.

Editors Note: For anyone interested in pursuing this further, you
may be interested to watch the program “David Hockney on

Vincent Van Gogh” using the link given here.

And finally from the Famous Adverts section of our website: All
because the Lady loves Milk Tray.......

All because the Lady loves Milk Tray.......

Milk Tray is a brand of boxed chocolates currently manufactured
by Cadbury. Introduced by Cadbury UK in 1915, it is one of the
longest running brands in the confectioner’s portfolio. Milk Tray is
so ld in Australia, Canada, Ireland, New Zealand, New York
City, South Africa and the United Kingdom.

The name ‘Tray’ derived from the way in which the original 
assortment was delivered to the shops. Originally Milk Tray was 
packed in five and a half pound boxes, arranged on trays from 
which it was sold loose to customers.

The pack design has been regularly updated and the assortment 
itself has changed in line with consumer preferences, and today it is 
still one of the most popular boxes of chocolates in the UK selling 
over 8 million boxes per annum.

From 1968 to 2003, and since 2016, the chocolate is advertised by 
the ‘Milk Tray Man’, a tough James Bond–style figure who 
undertakes daunting ‘raids’ to surreptitiously deliver a box of Milk 
Tray chocolates to a lady.The original tagline was And all because 
the lady loves Milk Tray. A YouGov poll saw them ranked the 16th 
most famous confectionery in the UK.
So, how have the adverts changed over the years, take a look:

• 1960s

• 1980s

• 2000s

• Most recent

Please send your input for future Newsletters (which will be now be
produced approximately quarterly) and/or the website to

probuslocksheath@gmail.com 
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