
The Probus Club of Locks Heath 
                                Volume 12: July 2021 ”Almost there”                                 

  Email: probuslocksheath@gmail.com

Welcome

Our club (official title “Probus Club of Locks Heath”) was formed in
1981 and has developed over the years. We now have a
membership of fifty which is the maximum we can accommodate at
our venue. As such, we do have a short waiting list, but encourage
those on it to attend meetings periodically when space permits!

We normally meet at 12.00pm. on the first Thursday of every month
at  Sarisbury Green Community Centre when we have a short business
meeting and a Ploughman’s Lunch followed by a Speaker and finish
around 2.00pm. A pay bar is available.

We arrange group holidays, recent examples include a cruise to the
Norwegian Fjords from Southampton with Fred Ölsen Cruises, a
visit to Lake Como in Italy and two river cruises in Europe, one
travelling part way by Eurostar, as well as a cruise around Britain.

We organise outings, for example a visit to Greenwich and visits to
the Chichester Festival Theatre as well as local events such as an
annual Summer Event for members, wives and guests. A Ladies
Day formal dinner is held in November. 

Photos from recent events and holidays can be seen in our Photo

Gallery.

This Newsletter features articles from our website sections Memories,
Our Members, Blast from the Past, I Remember  and Local News. 

Our previous Newsletter for April 2021 is also available online. You
can find prior Newsletters here. 

Finally, for easier navigation you can also link directly to all sections

of this site from here, including access to previous Newsletters.

AGM and Committee Updates

Our AGM was held by by email and Zoom at 11am on Thursday 1st 
April.  Details are available in the Members Areaof this site 
(password required).

Key notices given at and before the meeting were:

• Subscriptions  for 2021-2022 are be due and details have 
been sent to all.

• Our Summer Event is  to be held on Saturday 14th August 
12 noon until 4pm   (to coincide with Sarisbury Green CC’s 
‘Fair on the Green’).  Details have now been sent to all 
members

• The  Ladies Dinner is now scheduled for Wednesday 10th 
November, details to be announced later in the year.We 
will let you all know what is happening to future events as 
and when they can be arranged. 

• For the time being our meetings will be on Zoom, but will 
recommence going ‘live’ as soon as permitted. We 
currently expect a return in July.

• Derek is keeping the website updated and other 
information  of interest would hope to be added. More 
anecdotal stories of past adventures etc., could be shared 
this way.   Hope you can all contribute,    Hand writing, 
email, and other forms of communication are acceptable.

• We would request all members keep the committee 
informed of their own wellbeing and how they are coping 
with current situation.   

Committee Update

The committee would like to thank all members who have renewed
their membership during these turbulent times.

We would also like to offer our condolences to the families of those
members who have sadly passed away during this pandemic.

Our aim is to resume our normal monthly meetings as soon as
possible once they are considered safe to proceed as well as to
return to organising group events and holidays (the first of which will
be the April Garden Party.

In the meantime, stay safe and secure with your friends and fami
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An introduction to Vincent Van Gogh: A Life in Pain(t)

This article taken from the Write About website provides an
excellent background to this talk. If you are looking for more
background, you may also be interested in the BBC programme
''The Mystery of Van Gogh’s Ear”.

We all know Vincent Van Gogh for his beautiful art such as Starry
Night, Van Gogh self-portrait, The night Cafe, and more. He was an
amazing artist, but he also had a very sad life story. It all started on
March 30th, 1852 in Brabant, Netherlands, He was a child of a
Pastor (Theodorus van Gog and his mother     Anna Cornelia
Carbentus, He was the oldest of his siblings. Which include his
brothers Theo and Cor, and his sisters Elisabeth,  Anna, and Wil.
As a child Vincent was supposedly a very timid and introverted
person. Yet, at a young age he was surprisingly uninterested in art,
preferring bugs, birds, and nature.  As Vincent grew older he was a
good student. Yet, his shyness and interesting choice of clothes
caused him to be an outcast.  These behaviors stayed this way for
most of his childhood.

When he was seventeen, he worked in an art trade called Goupil
and Company .  Based off of letters and diary entries, we can
conclude that Vincent enjoyed working in the art business. Until he
abruptly stopped working there 1876.  Speculations suggest that
this was the beginning of his mental diseases, as signs of
depression, bipolar disorder, mania, and acute schizophrenia began
to show around this time. Hence him suddenly leaving his job. Yet,
during his time working there he got promoted, and his brother Theo
took his place. 

Because of the promotion Vincent moved to London,currently the

home of two immersive experiences, thus getting exposed to all the art
of the time.  He was mostly happy there, but once wrote that
“Smoking pipe was a good remedy” to the occasional suicidal
thoughts he would have.  Vincent soon found Eugenia Loyer , and
proposed to her almost immediately. Although, she was already
(secretly) proposed to someone else and he was rejected. He then
fell into a terrible depression, moving from place to place. His letters
and diary  entries were dull and lifeless.  He only showed passion
when talking about painting or religion.  His career dropped, his
appearance worsened, and he became easily aggravated.

Vincent then quit his job and started working out of impulse, which

worried his family.  He danced between jobs, getting them and
losing them faster than his emotions could change (which was very
fast).  During this time, he was very devoted to religion  Probably
because of his suicidal thoughts.  After all, if someone thinks they’re
going to die, why not try to make your “next life better”.  He tried to
become a preacher, but failed because he was terrible at public
speaking, and then fell deeper into depression.  Vincent felt like he
had no use in life, but then he found it.

Vincent met a painter named Anton Van Rappard after moving to
Brussels, and started studying the arts.  He began drawing and
painting everything, using everything. He fell in love again, broke his
heart and then moved permanently to the Mauve in the Hague.
Vincent then rented a cheap studio, and painted mostly the poor
people, country workers, and general workers. He began
experimenting with more vibrant colours and getting better at art.

Then his mental health declined again. This was probably because
of his combined schizophrenia/bipolar disorder, Digitalis poisoning

from paint, and alcohol.  This caused crazy/manic behavior, and
people saw him as crazy so they didn’t buy his art. So he decided to
move to southern Paris for a quieter atmosphere and cheaper rent.
Yet, this didn’t change his mental state and he began to deteriorate
into nothingness.

Vincent self admitted into a mental asylum (where he created starry

night), was released, lived for a while longer, and then died after
shooting himself in the chest.

And that’s that. No happy ending.  No peaceful death.  He was
broken, and left a legacy for us all to ponder. He shattered into colour
splashes and brush strokes, and showed us emotions we could
never understand.  That no one will ever understand.  Vincent was
never successful as an artist, but now his pieces are worth billions .  I
hope vincent can see what we think of him now. I hope he became
just another star in that starry, starry night. 

JMW Turner: Born in the Age of Sail and Died in the Age of
Steam

With a number of Probus members also members of local Art

Societies, this was a topic of particular interest to members and not
one where I can really add much through my interpretation of the
presentation where there are so many complete and comprehensive
guides on the subject available.

The presentation covered Turner’s unique style as a painter
recognised in his youth when admitted to the Royal Academy at only
fourteen, his ultra ego (Admiral Booth), his rather complicated
personal life and, of course, his painting.

Born in Covent Garden with the same birthdate as Shakespeare, his
father was a Wigmaker and owner of a barbers shop. His mother
admitted to Bedlam early in his life, he was variously described as a
bumptious, parsimonious intelligent and private retaining his
Cockney accent throughout his life.

Unlike many artists, he was able to make a substantial living from
his work during his lifetime, however with a combination of
miserliness and not trusting banks, he was rumoured to have died
with the equivalent of over one million pounds in his mattress whilst
living in squalor, having lived a rather unconventional life.
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Whist plagiarism is a concern for many artists, his unique and varied
style meant this was very rare in Turners case. His works today are
sought after, selling for many millions. Southampton City Art Gallery
works are worth millions.

So, to get further insight to Turner, his works and personal life there
are many sources available including a  feature film of his life and
painting.

If you want to see more, just follow the links below, but before we
finish just take a quick look the next time you receive a £20 note
and see who is looking back at you, none other than JMW Turner
himself. I don’t imagine he could ever have envisaged that himself!

For further information on Turner and his paintings, see the
following links:

• Tate Gallery: Joseph Mallord William Turner 

• Tate Gallery: J.M.W. Turner: Sketchbooks, Drawings and
Watercolours 

• National Gallery: Joseph Mallord William Turner 

• The Royal Academy: J.M.W. Turner RA (1775 – 1851) 

• Turner: The Complete Works 

The Hidden History of Harry Potter

First published in 1997, a first edition of Harry Potter and the
Philosophers Stone is now worth upwards of £39,000, so now is the
time to search through you loft for the elusive article! 

But, there was so much more to the story than most readers know,
hidden clues, hidden references to people and places and a great
deal of reliance on the history of magic itself.

From Shaman smelting materials to create “gold” through Ancient
 Egyptian mythology and beliefs including rebirth through the god
Khepri    based on the work of Dung Beetles!), the idea of magic an
rebirth has been around for many years.

Names of character had meaning too:  Albus Dumbledore (White)
Rubeus Hagrid (Red) (the linked article will explain more) and
Minerva McGonagall – all bright positive colours, The Malfoy Family
name based on the french word “Mal”. Plus many more, Sirius Black
and Sibelius Crelawny being just two extra.

Moving on we covered Magic Bowls, Indiana Jones and the search
for the Holy Grail (an interesting combination if ever there was one)
believed to have been used to collect blood at the Crucifixion.
Apparently discovered in Spain a few years ago with the correct
scientific dating, who knows? 

Magical Creatures, Mermaids (often refdered to as Sirens),
Unicorns (Reference the Horn of Windsor) , Mandrakes (a rooted
plant which looks like a person and has anaesthetic properties) and
Willow Tree bark which when ground produces Salicylic Acid and
forms the basis of Aspirin came next.

Finally, our day out at Hogwarts ended with much still to be
explained, a reference to the “Dark Arts” art school in Germany and
a reference to the Flying Dutchman Opera and its relevance to our
Harry Potter presentation.

We’d barely started yet we’d finished (could that be the result of a
Magic Spell?), there is so much more we could explore! If you
haven’t read the series of books or the talk has made you think of
rereading it, off you go……. only 4,224 pages or just over a million
words to go! or you could cheat and you could read the short
summary here! 

The Shipping Forecast

Do you know your German Bight from your Doggerbank? I guess
that as many of you are sailors you do, but do you know why and
when the system was established? Read on and follow the
imbedded links to find out more…. but, let’s start with a brief video
introduction to the forecast courtesy of the BBC – it only runs for a
few minutes.

Produced in partnership by the BBC and Met Office, you can see a 
detailed overview of the service, but for those with an interest in 
moving on quickly….. the Met Office was established as the 
Meteorological Department of the Board of Trade  in 1854 when 
Captain, later Vice-Admiral, Robert FitzRoy was appointed as its 
first head, and operations commenced in 1855.

The Shipping Forecast itself was first broadcast just over 150 years 
ago, on August 24 1867. It has been saving seafarers’ lives and 
(since moving from the telegraph to the BBC in 1924) entrancing 
radio listeners for generations.
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The broadcast is not static and there are changes all the time. The
Maritime and Coastguard Agency are responsible for determining
the content (based in Southampton) in addition to producing a
Maritime Safety Information leaflet. 

Wikipedia contains an excellent overview of the Shipping Forecast 
areas as well as links to further information on most of them. The 
service has run smoothly for many years with one minor exception 
on Friday 30 May 2014,  when for the first time in more than 90 
years, BBC Radio 4 failed to broadcast the Shipping Forecast at 
0520. Staff at Broadcasting House were reading out the report but it
was not transmitted. Listeners instead heard the BBC World 
Service.

So enough of the background, and before we finish, an introduction 
to three well known areas:

Dogger Bank, currently site of the construction of the worlds largest
Wind Farm, is also under consideration for closure to fishing to
improve stocks.

Fastnet, home of the world famous Fastnet Race now sponsored by
Rolex. More somber perhaps to reflect on the 1979 race which 
resulted in tragic loss of life. You can read the RNLI account of the 
disaster here.

Forties an example of where areas do change: In 1955, 
meteorologists from North Sea coastal states met and 
recommended changes: Heligoland be renamed German Bight to 
reflect more general usage amongst them; Dogger be for its north-
eastern portion Fisher (a new zone) and Forties be for its northern 
half Viking (a new zone).

The Forties Oil Field is the largest oil field in the North Sea, 110 
miles east of Aberdeen. It was discovered in 1970 and first 
produced oil in 1975 under ownership of British Petroleum, now 
called simply BP.

So that’s that then, except for a couple of videos you might like to 
watch

Firstly, The Fastnet Lighthouse followed by going back to where 
where we started, sailing in calmer waters with this collection of 
funny and poetic clips on the classic BBC shipping forecast.

And if that’s not enough, or those who are really interested…… 
everything you ever wanted to know about the shipping forecast but 
were afraid to ask! 

Tomorrow’s World

Tomorrow’s World was created by Glyn Jones to fill a half-hour slot
in the 1965 BBC summer schedule. Jones and his wife conceived
the show’s name the night before the Radio Times went to press.

In its early days the show was edited by hosted by veteran 
broadcaster and former Spitfire pilot Raymond Baxter. For some 
years it had an instrumental theme tune composed and performed 
by John Dankworth. During the 1970s the programme attracted ten 
million viewers per week.

The programme was usually broadcast live, and as a result saw the 
occasional failure of its technology demonstrations. For example, 
during a demonstration of a new kind of car jack that required much 
less effort to operate, the jack disintegrated. Pressing on in the face 
of the presenter, such adversity became a rite of passage, both for 
new presenters on the show and for the young assistant producers 
whose job it was to find the stories and make sure this kind of 
setback did not happen.

Sometimes, however, the live nature of the show gave an added 
dimension of immediacy to the technology, such as inventors 
personally demonstrating flame-proof clothing and bullet-proof vests
while the presenters looked on. Sometimes it was the presenter who
acted as test dummy.

The show was also occasionally parodied, for example by Not The 
Nine O’Clock News  which featured demonstrations of such 
inventions as a telephone ring notification device for the deaf – 
powered by a microprocessor looking like a “ Shreddie “, and later 
by the second series of Look Around You.

So, let’s go back to years gone by and rewatch some of the many 
interesting items covered in the series, note these are a mixture of 
direct links to the BBC Site and in some cases to YouTube videos.

Talking about 2020 (featured in 1989)

Laser EyeSurgery (1965)

Office of the future (1969

Mobile Phone (1979)

Touchscreen (1991)

And for anyone really interested, here is the complete video of the 
very first broadcast in 1965 plus a direct link to a Rowan Atkinson 
sketch parodying the show.

 

Please send your input for future Newsletters (which will be now be
producedapproximately quarterly) or the website to

 probuslocksheath@gmail.com 
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